
C-‐18.	  Environmentally	  Safe	  Schools	  
The National Education Association believes that all educational facilities must 
have healthy indoor air quality, be smoke-free, and be safe from environmental and 
chemical hazards, and from hazardous electromagnetic fields.  

School districts should conduct periodic testing for harmful water, and 
airborne particles/agents that are detrimental to the health of students and 
education employees and shall report the results publicly. 

The Association also believes in the establishment and enforcement of 
standards of the occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) to ensure 
health and safety. The Association further believes that pesticide use should be 
minimized and, if used, advance notice given of location and date of application.  

The Association supports ongoing training and certification of education 
employees who work in potentially hazardous situations. This training must 
include proper handling, storage, and disposal of hazardous materials and 
instruction on Materials Safety Data Sheets (MSDS).  

The Association further believes that school districts must inform all 
stakeholders when changes in their exposure to electromagnetic radiation occur.  

Additional health hazards should not be created when facilities are altered or 
repaired.  

The Association believes that school districts must post MSDS and OSHA 
standards. Students and/or their parents/guardians, education employees, and the 
public should be notified of actual and potential hazards. All stakeholders should 
be involved in developing a plan for corrective action. The Association also 
believes in the development and enforcement of health and safety standards 
specifically for children. (1989, 2004) 

  


